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President’s Corner 

Dear fellow Zontians, 

I want to give our club a huge shoot out!  Our club's hard 

work, commitment, and contributions are helping girls and 
women globally. Our club's 2018 contribution to Zonta 

International Foundation was $10,826.86. Our contribution for 

the life of our club to date is $111,844.86. That is awesome!!! 

This is in addition to all our local donations.  Thank you to 

each and every member for all you do.  

 

I'm so excited we installed three new members last week 

during our program meeting. Please welcome Jan Manning, 

Roxanne Uptain, and Staci Zeller. Thank you Jane Dignam 

and membership committee for all of your fantastic work.  

 

Please save the date for our Zonta Centennial Celebration 

Oct. 26th at Nucklos Ranch  11-3. Our International President 
Elect Sharon Lagenbeck will be our honorary speaker! 

 

Stay cool out there!!! 

 

Your Zonta Club of Porterville President  

Lynn Trice  
 

In the Mail  

We received a thank you from Glenne Harding of the 

Centennial Anniversary Endowment Regional Representative 

for our recent contribution to the Zonta International 

Endowment Fund. 
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Advocacy 

At the June business meeting Ela reported about her trip to 

the North American Inter-District meeting (June 2019) in 

Texas. To quote Ela the event was "incredible," "focus on 

educating members," "many workshops" and a "track on 

advocacy and leadership."  Speakers included a woman from 

Pakistan who was married as a child to a man 10 years her 

senior.  She's written a book that is being made into a movie.  

Also speaking was Fraidy Reiss, the founder of the nonprofit 

organization Unchained at Last. Ms. Reiss' organization 

supports women who wish to leave arranged and forced 

marriages.  Currently the organization cannot help minors (in 

the US), however Reiss is working to change US law so that 

she will be able to.  To learn more about Fraidy Riess and 

Unchained at Last visit their website  

Also presenting at the conference was our own Ela Pandya 

who presented a PowerPoint on Ending Childhood Marriage.  

Her presentation was so well received it will be shared with 

ALL Zonta districts.  We are very proud of Ela for all the work 

she puts into Zonta, here at home, at the District level, and 

Internationally. 

Jane M. Klausman Women in 
Business Scholarship 
Kathleen Valenzuela of Bakersfield is the recipient of the Jane 

M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship at the June 

Program meeting.  Kathleen and her husband attended the 

meeting to accept her scholarship.   

 

We Continue to Grow - 
Membership 
 

Three active community members have recently joined our 

ranks -  Jan Manning, Roxanne Uptain, and Staci Zeller.  Jan 

is currently a domestic engineer, Roxanne is the Firm 

Administrator at Fitzpatrick Professional Accountancy LLP and 

Staci is employed with Porterville High School as an Academy 

Assistant. 

July/August 

Birthdays 

Susie Carroll - July 14th 

Valerie Simonich - August 13th 

Marcia Brown - August 14th 

Teresa Chamberlain - August 

17th 

Lawana Tate - August 18th 

https://www.unchainedatlast.org/founder-executive-director/


 

 

 

 

A Box of Fruit Loops 

Janie Dignam describes her journey as being in a box of Fruit 

Loops on the run and on the go at the June Program meeting.  
Born in New Jersey to inter-racial parents caused for an 

untruthful childhood since it was against the law back then.  

Janie's father worked for the Mafia, so the family would have 

to travel at the drop of a hat. Janie had several non-

traditional employment opportunities from working for Carol 

Burnett, singing professionally, performing at the famous 

Apollo Theatre in New York City, doing summer theater at 

Julliard, and being in a clip of the television show Mission 

Impossible.  Ultimately, theater/performing were not the 

career path Janie choose.  Two days after graduating from 

high school, she moved to California to attend Cal State Los 

Angeles dreaming of becoming a teacher. Over the years 

Janie's worked for Chevron in the office and on an oil rig.  
Marriage and family, Janie has three beautiful children, won 

out over becoming a teacher.  Janie's life is fulfilled by her 

husband, Duffy, children, and her many accomplishments 

(including marching with Martin Luther King).  In addition to 

Zonta, Janie is currently involved with Harmony Advisory 

Board, Springville Woman's Club, River Island Woman's Golf 

Assoc., Woman's Prison Ministry, Barn Theater, and is a 

church organist/pianist.  She is one BUSY woman who always 

has a smile on her face and a kind word to say. 

 

Her Job Depends on Ag 

At the June Program meeting one of our newer members, Erin 

Betts shared information about her non-traditional job that 

depends on agriculture.  Born into a family of farmers, she's 

5th generation, Erin began her formal ag education when 

Porterville College (PC) started the AG program. After 

graduating from PC she transferred to Fresno State (FSU).  

After graduating from FSU in 2006 she went to work for Sun 

Pacific Farming in 2007 and spent the 6 years as an in house 

July/August 

Membership 

Anniversaries 

Gail Nuckols - 30 years 

Brenda Martin - 28 years 

Esher Figueroa - 28 years 

Renay Sprague - 28 years 

Giovanna DePaoli - 25 years 

Kiran Sandhu - 4 years 



pest control adviser (PCA). Since then Erin has struck out on 

her own and has been an Independent Licensed PCA for more 

than 6 years.  So what does PCA do?  Well, Licensed PCAs are 

production consultants serving California ag and horticulture 

producers and specialize in pest management providing an 

important resource in a wide range of production concerns 

related to plant health.  Erin provides pest management 
regulations and PCA's hold ourselves as an authority on any 

ag use and some solicit sales of products or services for ag 

use.  PCA’s are currently hired to advise on approximately 9.9 

million acres of CA farm and public lands. Why are PCA’s 

needed? Restricted use pesticides - those not available to the 

general public, cannot be uses without a written chemical 

recommendation by a Licensed Pest Control Adviser. 

 

Centennial Celebration 
Vertical banners have been purchased and details are coming 

together thanks to the Centennial Committee who continues 

to meet and work on plans for our October 26th celebration.  

Zonta International President Elect, Sharon Langenbeck, will 

be a guest speaker. This event is open to the public and we 

are anticipating a good crowd.  The Centennial Celebration 

will be in lieu of our normally scheduled Program Meeting.  

The Zonta Club of Porterville was established on January 5, 

1948 by the following charter members: 

Francis Marie Brey          Maimie Saak 
Marian Henderson           Margaret Billings 

Ruth Fink                       Leafy Terwilliger   

Emma Ferguson             Benora Pohlmann    

Joan Pratt                      Catherine Frame 

Clara Turner                  Zoe (Clouette) Claubes 

Montana McCoy              Pearl Bell 

Phoebe Ann Tobias         Alberta Ruth Brey 

Dorothy Margot              Adele McCourt 

Grace Starks                  Mary Little 

Alice McAuley 

Christmas Home Tour  
Five homes have been recruited - 3 in Springville and 1 in 

Porterville.  We are in need of an additional home.  If 

you or someone you know is willing to be on the CHT 

please contact Donna Raymond ASAP.  The Christmas 

Home Tour Committee needs your assistance.  A co-

chairperson is still being sought.  If you are interested or 

considering volunteering please contact Donna Raymond 

ASAP.  She would like to include you in the planning process 
so that you'll be ready to take on the 2020 CHT. 



Evening of Art & Wine  
Co-chairpersons Larissa Gibson and Erin Betts have met with 

the committee and kicked off this fundraisers process.  One 

artist, Kirby Banta, has committed to being one of our 

featured artists.  Kirby is from Porterville, a Monache 

graduate, currently living at the coast.  What's most unique 

about Kirby's art is the medium used - WINE.  Pictured left is 

a sample of his work.  Leads on two other potential artists are 

being explored.   

Documents used for solicitation of donations is available on 

Goggle Drive along with the video.  The video is also available 

on our website. When contacting wineries or other 

businesses, especially via email be sure to include this link:   
http://zontaclubofporterville.org/evening-of-art-and-wine/    

 

July Program Meeting 
The July Program meeting was held 7/23/19 at the Westwood 

Mobile Home Park clubhouse.  A lovely potluck   with an 

international theme was on the menu.  Zontians know how to 

prepare a FANTASTIC meal.  A great variety of salads, main 
dishes, and desserts galore were provided my members.  I 

can attest that no member left hungry.   After the installation 

of three new members,  Jan Manning, Roxanne Uptain, and 

Staci Zeller, Ela Pandya provided an   informative 

presentation about the need to change laws regarding child 

marriage.  Luwana Tate and Lynn Trice then shared their 

experiences of being young brides, both were still attending 

high school.   Both their presentations were touching and 

demonstrated the need to work with Zonta International on 

eliminating childhood marriage worldwide.    

 

Fellowship - 

One Tough Lady 
Late June our dear Norma Ruf took a tumble and ended up 

with a nasty bruise to her temple and eye.  Norma's a trooper 

and is feisty as usual.  It'll take more than a tumble to keep 

this one tough lady down.   

Take care Norma. 

 

 

http://zontaclubofporterville.org/evening-of-art-and-wine/


Sightings   
It was so nice to see Sharon Scarbrough out and about at our 

June Program meeting.  Joining Sharon was her daughter 

Sherri Scarbrough-Barber.  Pictured: Mickie Manning, Sharon, 

and Sherri. 

Also out and about at our July Business meeting after 

recovering from a serious life threatening allergic reaction to 

medication was Wendy Taylor.  Also in attendance were 

Johanna Horowitz and Sue Hartman. Welcome back ladies. 

Yearbook Updates 
Please update and add the following member information to 

your 2019-2020 club yearbook. 
 Wendy Taylor - new home address: 

2500 W. Henderson, Apt 220 

Porterville, CA 93257  
 

 Staci Zeller - new member: 
33501 Success Valley Dr. 

Porterville, CA  93257 

Phone: (559) 350-0837 cell/home 

Email:  stacizeller@gmail.com 
 

 Jan Manning - new member: 
32904 Success Valley Dr. 

Porterville, CA  93257 

Phone: (559) 784-5559 home 

           (805) 300-4636 cell 

Email:  1janmama1@gmail.com 
 

 Roxanne Uptain - new member: 
1441 Atkins Way 

Porterville, CA  93257 

Phone: (559) 713-8465 cell/home 

Email: Roxanne@fpas1.com 
 

Reminder - best way to reach  
 Susie Carroll, Johanna Horowitz is by phone, text or 

mail. 
 Norma Ruf is by telephone or mail.  
 
 



 

Dates to Remember 
 August 5 - Board Meeting - 5 p.m. Steve's Community 

Room. All members welcome 

 August 13 -  Business Meeting - 12 p.m., at Rosa's 

Restaurant. Guests welcome 

 August 27 - Program Meeting - 5:30 p.m. location to be 

announced 

 October 4-6 - District 9 Conference 2019 - Lihue - 

Kauai, HI 

 October 26 - Centennial Birthday Celebration at Nuckols 

Ranch 

 

 

Happy Faces 
 

With the addition of a new  

baby, Giovanna now has 8  

grandDAUGHTERS. 

 

 

Janis announced at the July 

Business meeting that she is 

now RETIRED. 

Congratulations! 

 

 

   
 

 

 

A check for $15,000 from Zonta Club of Porterville to the 

Central California Family Crisis Center - our fundraising efforts 

at work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

“Volunteers do not 

necessarily have 

the time; they just 

have the heart ."  

Elizabeth Andrew 


