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President’s Corner 
Hello Members, 

We had a very successful Conference in Costa Mesa the 

first week of October. Denise Merchant and I were 

delegates from the club.  This was my first time being a 

delegate. It was a very motivating and learning experience.  

Ela Pandya and Janis Cotton from our club also attended. It 

was wonderful seeing Janis who came all the way from 

Florida! 

Our Fundraiser Paint Night, held last weekend was a fun 

and successful event.  Thank you very much to Nuckols 

Ranch for all that they did to make this a wonderful time for 

all that attended. 

October is Domestic Awareness month and October 21st is 

Purple Thursday. So, wear purple that day for your support 

of awareness of domestic violence. 

I want to thank all of you for your continued support for all 

that you do for our Zonta Club as we navigate our way 

through these challenging and different times. 

Happy Fall to All, 

Giovanna     
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District 9 Conference 
Giovanna, Denise, Janis & Ella all reported on the successes 

of the District 9 Conference held in Costa Mesa. A special 

thanks to Donna Sue who created a beautiful basket on 

behalf of our club for the raffle that Denise won! 

Congratulations ladies! 

 

        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct, Nov & Dec 
Membership 
Anniversaries 

Johana Horowitz – 4 years 

Larisa Gibson – 5 years 

Diane Graybehl – 6 years 

Theresa Hardt – 7 years 

Lynn Trice – 7 years 

Debbie Burgdorf – 10 years 

Donna Sue Keeley – 23 years 

Sue Hartman – 26 years 

 

 

 



 
Welcome New Members 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to welcome our newest Zontians! Maria Mena, 
sponsor Pam Wallace, new member Mireya Madrigal, and club 
President, Giovanna DePaoli. Welcome! 

 

Zonta Advocacy 
Submitted by Renay Sprague 

Karen Vanni led a very informative 

Program Meeting in August to update us on 

the latest information on Zonta Advocacy in 

our club and internationally.  There are so 

many actions being taken throughout the 

world through Zonta International to bring 

quality-of-life changes in women 

everywhere.  The main take away was that 

there are so many ways we can contribute 

to the effort and the Zonta.org website has sooooo much 

information.  There’s “action Friday” that emails you with a link to 

take a quick action, usually signing a petition or something that 

doesn’t require even 2 minutes of your time, but could make a huge 

impact on many women & girls.  Go to  Action Center 

(votervoice.net) .  Or if you’re interested in the ending of child 

marriages, here’s that link: 

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Get_Involved/USA_Advocacy_Action/E

nd_Child_Marriage_USA.aspx   It you would like more information, 

contact Karen Vanni or Mickie Manning for more information. 

 

 

Oct, Nov & Dec 

Birthdays 
 

OCTOBER 

Norma Verduzco 

Susan McGuire 

Sharon Pearson 

Kiran Sandhu 

 

NOVEMBER 

Donna Raymond 

Bonnie Boyd 

Lynn Trice 

Gail Nuckols 

Leslie Woudstra 

Norma Ruf 

 

DECEMBER 

Shirley Leppert 

Johana Horowitz 

Esther Figueroa 

Maria Mena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.votervoice.net/Zonta/home
https://www.votervoice.net/Zonta/home
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Get_Involved/USA_Advocacy_Action/End_Child_Marriage_USA.aspx
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Get_Involved/USA_Advocacy_Action/End_Child_Marriage_USA.aspx


 

New Paint & Wine Fundraiser 
Success! 

                                    Submitted by Renay Sprague 

Thanks to Gail Nuckols for organizing a night of fun & 

laughter as 33 ladies gathered to try their hand at being 

artists according to their capability of painting…which was 

very exciting to watch. People were having so much fun, I 

don’t think anyone even cared what they were painting…it 

was just great to gather with others to laugh and enjoy 

being together.  Gail made an outstanding dinner and 

outdid herself with a delicious bread pudding with whiskey 

sauce & fresh whipped cream. I am sure we’d all like to do 

it again! 

  

          

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Evening of Art & Wine 

Committee meeting 

Thursday, Oct 21st – 

5:30pm 

@ Pearson Apt on E St 

This is the first in-person 

meeting for the 

committee and we 

already have 2 local 

artists to be featured: 

Louann Lubben &  

Shana Vest 

Event date: 

March 5, 2022 

 

Contact Pam Wallace 

 for more info 

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/5669-wine-glass-bottle-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Club Scholarships 
Submitted by Renay Sprague 

As most of you know, our dear member, Marcia Brown passed away 

suddenly and it has left an opening for a Scholarship Committee 

Chairperson.  Please search your hearts to see if this is something you 

would be willing to take on – and as always, you will have the 

assistance of members who understand all the workings of the 

scholarship process which will get underway at the first of the year.  

Contact Giovanna if you would be willing to accept this chairmanship.  

Thank you! 

 

Marcia Brown Scholarship 
It was voted on by the board to allocate memorial donations to a 

new one-time scholarship in memory of Marcia Brown.  The 

scholarship committee will create the application specifications and 

will keep the club updated. As of today, there has been 

approximately $1700 donated in Marcia’s memory.  

 

Z Club News 
Submitted by Denise Marchant 

After a year and a half of not being able to meet due to the pandemic, the Granite 

Hills High School Z Club has started the new school year by reorganizing and 

electing new officers. They have had a great turnout of students at their meetings 

and are busy planning service projects for the year. 

Their first project is the annual drive to collect needed items and money for the 

Ronald McDonald House at Valley Children’s Hospital in Madera. Approximately 

25 members have signed up to help with the Fall Community Clean Up on 

October 16.  We will have Zonta members serving as chaperones for the event. 

Because of the current situation of not being able to have in-person holiday 

parties for the Women’s Shelter, the Z Club is planning on making Halloween 

goodie bags for the women and children at the shelter.  

At this point in time, both Porterville High School and Monache High School are in 

need of a Z Club advisor. The Z Club committee will be working with the 

administrations at the schools to hopefully fill these positions and get the clubs up 

and running sometime this year.  If any Zonta members are interested in serving 

on the Z Club Committee, please contact Denise Marchant. 

 

Services were held Sept 

16th for our dear member, 

Marcia Elaine Brown who 

passed away on August 26. 

She was a 4th generation 

Californian and was proud of 

her roots in this area. 

In her early years, she 

enjoyed spending summers at 

the family cabin in Camp 

Nelson. She was active in 

Job's Daughters, graduated 

from PHS in 1973 where she 

was active in the Z Club & 

choir. 

She attended Porterville 

College, Fresno State 

University and Francis Marion 

University in South Carolina. 

She earned a BS Degree in 

Medical Technology and was 

also a member of the Omicron 

Delta Kappa Honor Society. 

During her college years she 

worked at the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Home and also for 

Fridlund Labs in Porterville. 

She chose to pursue a further 

degree as a Clinical Lab 

Scientist and this led to 

working for SVMC for over 25 

years. She signed up to be a 

"Traveler" working in hospital 

labs. In June of 2015, 

following the death of her 

mother, Marcia returned to 

work at SVMC. In 2017 she 

joined the Zonta Club of 

Porterville and truly enjoyed 

being a member of such a 

wonderful group. 

Marcia was a giving & kind 

individual. She loved to cook 

and enjoyed preparing holiday 

meals for friends and 

relatives. Dorm boxes for 

friends & relatives going away 

to college was a special gift 

she was known for. 

Memorial contributions can be 

made to "Porterville Zonta 

Foundation”. Marcia was 

chairman of the Zonta 

Scholarship Committee and 

contributions will go to this 

fund. 

 



 

 

October Program Meeting 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

Tuesday, October 26th            

5:30 Social      6:00 Dinner 

$18  RSVP by October 22nd to Mickie Manning 

Westwood Mobile Clubhouse 

Please join in celebrating the strength of our own 

members who have survived breast cancer and 

will be sharing their journey (short & sweet). We will 

enjoy a yummy catered vegetarian lasagna with 

salad, rolls & dessert. Bring prospective members, 

friends & family too! 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure and come to 

the October Program 

for your opportunity to 

win this beautiful basket 

Donna Sue put 

together.  It’s pretty 

special!   

Thanks Donna! 
 



 

 

Dates to Remember 
• October 16 - Clean Up Day – 8:30 2nd & Mill 

supervise Z Club kids.  Contact Denise Marchant 

for more info. 

 

• October 21 – Wear Purple Tuesday for Domestic 

Violence.  Send your picture of wearing purple 

to Karen Vanni 

 

• October 21 – A&W Committee Meeting 

 

• October 26 – Program Meeting at Westwood 

Mobile Village 5:30 social * 6:00 dinner $18 

 

• November 1 – Sept Board Meeting 

(Zoom) at 5 pm 

 

November 8 – Zonta’s 103rd Birthday! 

 

• November 9 - Business Meeting - at 12 p.m. at 

Fugazzi's (Porterville). Reservations required. 

Contact Mickie Manning by Nov 2. 361-3329 

 

• November 26 – December 10   Zonta’s              

16 Days of Activism                                          

 

• No Program Meetings in November 

 

Save the date 
Tuesday, December 14th 

 
Zonta Christmas Party 

Nuckols’ Ranch 
 

    


