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President’s Corner 
 Dear Fellow Zontian,  

Welcome to a new year! Our past presidents coordinated 

a beautiful Hawaiian Luau theme for our installation of 

officers, the beautiful venue at Nuckols Ranch made it feel 

like we were in Hawaii, thank you it was a fun and 

exciting  evening.  

Thank you to outgoing officers for all of your hard work 

and dedication to our club. We are excited to work hand in 

hand with our new officers this year.  

Starting this year,  we will be scheduling an orientation for 
all new members, as their sponsor or a seasoned member 

will meet with new members, for individual training. We 

are currently organizing a power point on Google drive for 

all members to have access to for this orientation.  

Once again if any member has any questions 

or concerns,  please let us know. We are a team, all 

reaching for the same goal! 

Sincerely  

 

Lynn Trice  
President  
 

Aloha! 

The May program meeting was the Installation of the 

2019-2020 Officers and Board of Directors.  The Aloha 

theme was thoroughly carried out by our Past Presidents.  

The evening program began with Esther Figueroa and 

Denise Marchant invoking the scenic islands of Hawaii.   
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  The Two-Year Directors, Susan McGuire and 

Lawana Tate only with One-Year Directors Wendy Taylor 

and Norma Verduzco were compared to Kings  

Kamehameha by Ela Pandya. Kings Kamehameha 

promoted free trade, were innovators, and rules 

energetically.  

  Sharon Pearson presenedg our Secretary Pam 

Wallace and Corresponding Secretary Jan Mekeel.  Like 

Hawaiian Quenn Emma, who was interested in restoring 

prestige to the islands and who's summer home is now 

a museum full of historical items, Pam and Jan are 

responsible for documenting the business of our club, 

the custodian of all records, and responding to 

correspondences. 

  Like the favorite wife of King Kam II, Queen 

Kaahumanu was a co-ruler who restored health and 

prosperity to the Islands.  Renay Sprague presented our 

Treasurer Joslyn Walker and Assistant Treasurer Donna 

Raymond (not present) to the Club.  

   Gail Nuckols shared with us that like Queen 

Kapiolani, wife of King Kalahuau, Janie Dignam our 

Second Vice President, will participate in many royal 

functions.  Janie's duties include overseeing the Finance 

Committee to establish our General Budget under which 

we operate. Her position also acts as the Chair of the 

Membership Committee. 

  Mickie Manning presented First Vice President 

Giovanna DePaoli with a pineapple and likened her to 

Queen Liluokalani, the author of the beautiful song 

Aloha Oe.  She was the last ruler of the Islands.  

Giovanna's duties are to bring quality programs to the 

club keeping with Zonta's goals and to perform any 

other duties assigned by the President.   

 



 

She will also perform the duties of the presidency due to 

an absence or inability of the president to perform said 

duties. 

  The ceremony wrapped up with Esther Figueroa 

presenting President Lynn Trice with the President's Pin 

and a bag of Kauai vanilla macadamia nut coffee.  Like 

the fire and ice of the Goddess Pele who is revered by 

all natives, Lynn will explode the volcanoes and set 

down molten lava, new land, as the leader for the new 

year.  She will preside over all meetings of the club and 

board and appoint all chairpersons of standing 

committees, subject to board approval.  Lynn will 

supervise all affairs of the club having concern for the 

welfare of all its members. 

The current Nominating Committee of Denise Marchant, 

Mickie Manning, Susan Hartman, Giovanna DePaoli, and 

Sharon Pearson were acknowledged.  The new year's 

Nominating Committee will be Denise Marchant, Mickie 

Manning, Susan Hartman, Sharon Pearson, and Valerie 

Simonich. 

Esther and Denise recognized the outgoing officers - 

Valerie Simonich (1st Vice President), Renay Sprague 

(Treasurer), and Nancy Likins (Assistant Treasurer), and  

Welcome Our New Officers 
and Board of Directors 

 President -                                  Lynn Trice 

 1st Vice President -                 Giovanna DePaoli 

 2nd Vice President -                Jane Dignam 

 Recording Secretary -            Pam Wallace 

 Corresponding Secretary -   Jan Mekeel 

 Treasurer -                                 Joslyn Walker 

 Assistant Treasurer -              Donna Raymond 

 Directors - 1 year 

                                                        Norma Verduzco 

                                                        Wendy Taylor 

 Directors - 2 year  

                                                        Lawana Tate 

                                                        Susan McGuire 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Threads  

Recently our own Gioavanna DePaoli was recognized by 

the California Agricultural Leadership Foundation , Ag 

Leadership, College of Agricultural Sciences & Technology, 

and the Ag One Foundation with the Common Threads  

Award.  The Common Threads Award recognizes  

individuals whose exemplary and extraordinary 

 

 

 



 

contribution of time, energy and resources has enhanced 

those around them.   Nominees for the award have past or 

present roots in agriculture and have shown outstanding 

involvement within the industry, as well as have made a 

difference through their charitable giving and 

volunteerism.  Giving to others is an integral part of the 

California Agricultural Leadership Foundation and  is the 

basis of the organizations mission and core to their 

programs’ educational principles.   

In Giovanna’s acceptance of her award she credited being 

a member of the Zonta Club of Porterville as one of her 

achievements.  Giovanna and her husband farm more than 

400 acres. She’s previously worked as an appraiser for a 

financial institution.  Giovanna grew up on a ranch and has 

passed that tradition of farm life down to her children and 

grandchildren. 

The 2019 Common Threads Award recipients were: 

 Kathy Briano 

 Tina Carreiro 

 Giovanna DePaoli 

 Marcia Shafer 

 Margaret Mims (Honorary) 
 

Giovanna has been a member of the Zonta Club of 

Porterville since August 1994. She’s held many positions 

within the club and is currently our 1st Vice President. 

 It's In The Smile - Amazon 

Smiles on Us  

You have heard about it, but what exactly is Amazon 

Smile?  Amazon offers a program in which Amazon 

donates .5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases to the charitable organizations selected by 

customers.  Using the AmazonSmile website customers 

enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and 

convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The 

difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile 

money is donated to charitable organizations, of which 

Zonta Club of Porterville is a registered charity. 

 



 

We recently received payment for the first quarter of 2019, 

$13.91.  Okay, so it may not sound like much, but this is 

free money.  The more we use AmazonSmile the better it 

is for our club.  It’s just a matter of getting in the habit of 

ordering our Amazon purchases via AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com) Let's see if we can increase this 

amount in the upcoming quarter. 

  

 SPARK Into Pathways 

Ela Pandya and Valerie Simonich represented Zonta at the 

May 22nd SPARK exhibition which was held at the new 

Porterville Military Academy.  Zonta Club of Porterville 

sponsored this event by providing 10 raffle prizes for the 

event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While at the exhibition Ela and Valerie toured the exhibits 

and learned from the K-8 grade students about several 

topics including tectonic plates (earthquakes) from young 

ladies (4th graders) from Santa Fe Elementary; whether or 

not Parental Guidance Affects Smartphone Addiction (IT 

DOES!); Oil in a Day's Work, how various motor oils 

perform and does a name brand perform better (it 

doesn't!); a student from Westfield Elementary assisted 

Ela in following computer instructions to build a pendulum;  
Valerie learned about areas of the brain and dissected a 

sheep's brain.  One of the most interactive exhibits was 

the Making a DNA Necklace.  While they didn't leave with 

jewelry in normal sense  - Ela and Valerie both receive a 

pendent necklace with a vessel of their individual DNA.   

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/


 

Christmas Home Tour - 
Update 
The Christmas Home Tour Committee needs your 

assistance.  We are still in need of homes for this 

coming December's tour.  The Committee would like to 

get the homes secured by July/August.  Why so soon?  The 

homes need to be toured so the program/ticket can be 

created.  This write up process takes a couple of weeks 

and then the program/tickets must be printed and 

distributed to the club members.  This process usually 

takes place in September to early October.   

If you know of a beautifully decorated home please contact 

Donna Raymond.  The size of the home is not as important 
as uniqueness and beauty.  The Committee is willing to 

assist the homeowner in putting up and taking down the 

decorations.  Considering your home - don't hesitate - step 

up - your fellow Zontains will help you get it ready. 

Additionally, Donna is needing an Co-chairperson, 

someone who is willing to learn the ins and outs of 

chairing this important fundraiser.  Someone who can take 

over next year. 

Dates to Remember 
 June 3 - Board Meeting - 5 p.m., at Steve's 

Community Room - all members welcome 

 June 11 - Business Meeting - 12 p.m. General 

Budget to be presented - at Rosa's Restaurant. 

Guests welcome 

 June 20 - Centennial Anniversary Committee Meeting 

- 12 p.m., at Steve's Community Room - all 

members welcome 

 June 25 - Program Meeting - 5:30 p.m. Social, 6 

p.m. Dinner - location to be announced.  Guests 
welcome 

 July 1 -  Board Meeting - 5 p.m., at Steve's 

Community Room - all members welcome  

 July 9 -  Business Meeting - 12 p.m., at Rosa's 

Restaurant. Guests welcome 

 District 9 Conference 2019 - October 4 - 6, Lihue - 

Kauai, HI 

 Centennial Birthday Celebration - Saturday October 

26 - Nuckols Ranch 

 

 

 

            

June Birthdays 

Giovanna DePaoli - June 11th 

Diane Graybehl - June 11th 

Janis Cotton - June 12th 

Monica Chavez - June 19th 

Sherryl Lohse - June 22nd 

Joslyn Walker - June 30th 

June Club 

Anniversaries 

Mickie Manning - 1997 

Jane Dignam - 2016 

Adonas Nuckols - 2014 

Pam Wallace - 2012 

Sherryl Lohse - 2006 

Donna Raymond - 2006 

Valerie Simonich - 2013 

Karen Vanni - 2013 

Monica Chavez - 2016 

Susie Carroll - 2017 

Nancy Likins - 2017 

Joslyn Walker - 2017 

Wendy Taylor - 2018 



 

 

                

 

 

 

         As you've read through this newsletter you 

probably have noticed the new format.  Effective 6/1/19 

the responsibility of the newsletter transitioned from Jan 

Mekeel to Valerie Simonich.  Please send information, 

articles, and photos for inclusion in upcoming newsletters 

to Valerie (valmryky@aol.com).  Information from 

committee chairpersons is especially helpful - dates of 

upcoming meetings, updates on progress, etc. 

The next newsletter will be a combo of July & August - 

you can expect it sometime early August. 

Thanks for your support. 

         Valerie  
 

 

 

 

 

    

YEARBOOK 

CORRECTION 
 

ADD: 

NORMA RUF 

100 S. Westwood #150 

Porterville, Ca  93257 

DOB - Nov 30 

781-1471 

Mail or Call 

 

Norma, please accept our 

sincerest apologies for the 

error. 
 

 

“Wherever you turn, you 

can find someone who 

needs you. Even if it is a 

little thing, do something 

for which there is no pay 

but the privilege of doing 

it. Remember, you don't 

live in the world all on 

your own ."  Albert 

Schweitzer 


