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Zonta Club of Porterville 

Dear Members, 

 

What a grand Art and Wine Event we had!  

 

I am very proud of Valerie and her Committee members for the long hours of 

work they put into making this event a success. Only, passion for our mission 

can make us work this hard (outside of anything we need to do for family and 

work) and care so deeply.  Special thanks to Gail and Adonas Nuckols for all 

that they do.  

 

I want to send my sincere condolences to Susan Hartman for the loss of her 

mother. Also, want to send her and Burr best wishes for a speedy recovery.  

 

Advocacy is a process of changing the mind-set and ideas.  As humans are 

stubborn by nature a tremendous amount of patience and persistence is 

needed for making our efforts in Advocacy successful. I applaud the Advocacy 

Committee for exploring new ways of advocating for our cause of keeping 

women and children safe from domestic violence. Thank you, Mickie, Denise 

and Anna for spreading the name of Zonta at our State Capital. 

 

I am honored to be in a Club that can, with its cause and passion, keep a 

member for 55 years. It, also, says a lot about the member’s passion for the 

cause, to continue to belong to Zonta for 55 years. Norma Ruf, you are truly 

an inspiration! 

 

Aren’t our Z Clubbers fantastic! I don’t know how they can do all that they do. 

On that note, a special Thank You to Mickie for making Monache Z Club get 

on the road. 

 

In the end, I would like to thank my husband, Gaurang Pandya for 

volunteering himself in the beginning by helping guests come in out of the 

rain and again at the end by helping us raise more funds at our fundraiser. 

Thanks, Gaurang, for your dedication to Zonta’s mission. 

 

Love you all. 

 

Ela Pandya 
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ART AND WINE 
 
2016 Evening of Art and Wine Recap 

Yet again, the Zontians of Porterville put on another wonderful event.  This year the committee decided to change 

things up a bit with stemless wine glasses, new room setup, and hiring a professional DJ/auctioneer.   We had great 

raffle baskets, new items for our silent auction, and a surprise live auction of the 65" Visio Smart TV.  And it paid off!   

The TV was won by Dr. Pandya who without hesitation asked that we auction it off.  Ela's excitement of her husband 

winning the TV was very evident.  So was her surprise when she learned she was not taking the TV home that evening.  

Although attendance was down, we did quite well - just shy of $2,000 from meeting last year's all time high net profit.  

Thank you to all who assisted in bringing this event to success.  A very heartfelt thank you to the Art and Wine 

committee who put in countless hours of preparation and hard work.   

Sincerely, 

   Valerie Simonich,  

   Art and Wine Chairperson 

 

Photos: 

  

  



Celebrating 55 years of Membership for Norma Ruf: 

 
My Zonta Activity Highlights: 

 Fly-in - Served fresh-squeezed orange juice - free to pilots flying in. Norma says sticky mess, 
but always close to all planes. 

 Christmas Parade - Served freshly-popped popcorn. Norma recalls "walking Main Street" and 
always sold out her allocation. 

 Soft Drink Booth at a PHS function in the gym. Norma worked with Mattie Zimmerman and 
couldn't hear for a week following the evening's noise. 

 Soft Drink Booth at the Bikers' Rally at Murry Park. 

 Elegant Boutiques chaired by Nancy Coon (Zontians sold their donated gently-worn clothing) 

 Breast Cancer Screening Grant by Mona Gauger 

 Blood Bank-Day recruiting donations with Bob Gauger 

 Secretary's Day Luncheon (not Administrative Assistant Day) - Zontians honored secretaries 
nominated by businesses with a luncheon and fashion show 

 Tied ribbons on Main Street light poles 

 Bunco with Sue Arnold  

 Literacy Day Booth - lots of fun with the kids 

 Christmas Home Tours with Jack, her "booty man!" 

 Evening of Art and Wine  
Offices I have held: 

 Treasurer--When Smith's Market burned, many old records went with it (Sorry, ladies!) 

 Assistant Treasurer - Several times 

 Membership Committee - back when little flexibility was allowed by Zonta International 

 Yearbook Committee 

 By Laws Committee 

 Attendance Calling Committee 

 Many, many more committees 

 

Norma's motto for keeping up: 

"Do not feel guilty about what you are not able to do; Feel good about what you do!" 
 

 

We are so honored to have Norma as a fellow Zontian and as a 

Friend.  Thank you for sharing yourself with us. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Z Club ROCKS A-Thon 

 

Close to $1,000 was raised by Z Club and Zonta 

members benefiting the VADS (Valley Adult Daycare 

Services)  Special thanks to Adonas, Valerie, Donna and 

Denise for chaperoning during the 24 hours.  It was great 

to see past Zonta members Debbie Dodd and Linda 

Wammack as well (wish they weren’t 

“past”) 

 

 



 

 

Youth Summit 

 

The Family Crisis Center is hosting their annua YOUTH SUMMIT on Saturday, April 

9, 2016 at the Nazarene Church on West Olive.  The Youth Summit is an all day 

meeting for teens and pre-teens to inform them of the various dangers of teen 

dating violence, bullying, sexting and other risky behaviors they are exposed to on 

a daily basis.  The Guest speaker this year is Derek Carr (Quarterback for the 

Oakland Raiders).  The maximum number of attendees (1,500) was met within one 

week after the announcement.  A LOT of help and support will be needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our club is facilitating the registration early that morning as we have done for the 

last two years.  Most of the attendees are arriving in buses so they will be 

processed differently than those who registered individually.  There are about 350 

individual registrants.  We will need help between the hours of 7:00 am to 10:00 

am.  Eight members have signed up to help that morning (Donna Raymnd, Esther 

Rigueroa, Donna Sue Keely, Pam Wallace, Ela Pandya, Sharon Scarbrough, Denise 

Marchant and Mickie Manning)   

 

As you can see from the picture above from last year’s crew, it is a lot of fun.  If 

there are any other members who would like to join in, please let Mickie Manning 

know. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zonta Club of Porterville and Porterville Zonta Foundation * 

2016 Nomination Committee Report 

Slate of Officers 

March 15, 2016 

 

President    Sharon Scarbrough 

1st Vice President  Esther Figueroa 

2nd Vice President  Lynn Trice 

Recording Secretary  Pam Wallace 

Corresponding Secretary Debbie Burgdorf 

Treasurer    Susan McGuire 

Assistant Treasurer  Leslie Woudstra 

1 year Director   Teresa Hardt 

     Donna Sue Keeley 

2 Year Director   Jan Mekeel 

     Adonas Nuckols 

 

Nominating Committee  Sharon Pearson 

      Pat Garcia-Contreras 

      Mickie Manning 

      Denise Marchant 

      Susan Hartman 

 
* According to Article V, Section 2 of the Bylaws of the Porterville Zonta Foundation: 

"The Directors of the Foundation shall be those individuals serving from time to time as Officers and Directors of Zonta 

Club of Porterville." 

 

Section 5. Report of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating committee shall report 

the slate of officers, directors, and members of the Nominating Committee at 

the February board and business meetings. The nominations shall remain open 

until the March business meeting when the election shall be held. At this meet-

ing, the President shall open the floor for additional nominations which may be 

made provided the nominee has consented to serve. 
 



 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

 

 
Dinner—6:00 p.m.       Bunco - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Nuckols Ranch 

13144 Road 216, Porterville                       

Dinner / Drinks / Cash Prizes 

 

$20 person 

or table of 4 $60 

Sponsored by Zonta Club of Porterville 
For tickets contact 

Mickie Manning 361-3329  

or Susan McGuire 783-3592 

 



INVITE A PROSPECTIVE 

MEMBER 
 

THE PROGRAM MEETING ON MARCH 29 

WILL BE ABOUT THE CRISIS CENTER 

WHICH IS OUR MAJOR FOCUS.  

 

 IT WILL BE AT DON VINO’S.  

 

 MORE INFO TO FOLLOW 



YOU ONLY GET OUT 

OF ZONTA                 

WHAT YOU PUT INTO 

IT! 

Submit articles as an attachment in WORD to  

Donna Raymond at donna@ocsnet.net 

 

There were two e-mails from Zonta International that you should 

have recently received   

 

Please take the time to review them, especially the annual 

report on our International efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees will be forming soon for the new year.  It is always 

good to get a fresh perspective so think about joining at least 

one new committee this year.  One to think about is the 

newsletter.  All you need is a camera, a smile and a computer. 

 


