
business 
and 
program 
meeting? 

 
 

2. Is there 
anything we 
can do 
differently 
to increase 
our 
attendance 
levels? 

 

As you all know, there 

are similar clubs in 

Porterville in which 

the requirements for 

membership and 

participation are more 

strict and expensive. 

We are fortunate that 

our club does not 

believe in forced 

participation. 

 

As for my experience, I 

have been a member 

for 21 years. With 

young family and 

work, I used to attend 

very few meetings and 

Message for Sept 

Newsletter 

Dear Zonta Sisters, 

Despite many days of 

three digit 

temperatures, I hope 

you all have had a 

great summer. It has 

been an extremely 

busy summer for me 

but that helped the 

hot summer go by 

fast. 

 

In this newsletter I 

would like to talk 

about us. I think all of 

you will agree with 

me if I said that we 

are a group of like-

minded individuals. 

We have the same 

ideals and ideas 

about our place in 

this world. We feel 

the same urgency 

about our purpose in 

life.  

 

Our similarities have 

banded us together in 

Zonta. We define our 

goals and we find 

ways to accomplish 

them with projects, 

services and 

advocacy. 

 

As a group then, we 

have to take time to 

enjoy each other’s 

company, respect each 

other’s efforts and most 

of all remember to 

continue our fellowship 

so that when it is time 

to pull up the sleeves 

and get down to 

business, we are 

familiar and 

comfortable with each 

other. 

 

I have seen some 

members in most of the 

meetings, and others 

not at all. 

 

I would like to ask 

following questions to 

membership so that we 

can see if we can do 

something to make it 

possible for everyone to 

attend more meetings: 

 

1. Would you 
like to 
reinstate the 
calling 
system for 
reminders 
about 

Ela’s Message To Members 

Microsoft 

September/

October 2015 

Zee-Mail 

August/September 

Birthdays 

8/13 Valerie Simonich                        

9/6  Anna Green                              

9/16  Donna Sue Keeley                

9/24 Ela Pandya                          

9/26  Sue Hartman 

August/September Club 

Anniversaries 

8/1   Esther Figueroa 1991                                    

Renay Sprague 1991  Asih Olson 

1991  Giovanna DePaoli 1991   

Denise Marchant 1978  Pat 

Garcia-Contreras 2006  Kiran 

Sandhu and Norma Verduzco 

2015 

Club Calendar 

09/16  Art and Wine 

Committee at Steve’s 

5:30-6:30 

09/22 STEM Program 

Meeting and New 

Member Installation 

09/24  Home Tour 

Committee Steve’s at 

5:30 

10/2-4  District 

Conference 

10/5 Board Meeting 

10/13 Business Meeting 

10/16 Judy Sarber 

Habitat Golf 

10/27 Program 

11/19 New Member 

Social 

events. But in last 5

-6 years I have 

become more 

involved and this 

familiarity with 

members has made 

to comfortable 

enough to take on 

leadership. All the 

wonderful members 

have made me grow 

as an individual and 

taught me to have 

more faith and 

confidence in 

myself.  

 

I do not mean to 

preach. But I am 

just sharing some 

thoughts that have 

been on the top of 

my mind. Please 

feel free to share 

with me anything 

that’s on your mind.  

 

Ela  

 

Zonta Club of Porterville 



Denise represented at the Trafficking Conference August 17.  Such an unserved effort that we CAN contribute to.  A 
bicycle tour  fund raiser and awareness is scheduled from 10/2-23 with riders cycling 750 miles over 18 days.  We hope 
Porterville will be one of the 26 stops so we can assist with food and rest. 

HOME TOUR AND ARTISAN BOUTIQUE 

 

We have 5 homes but would love another home in Porterville.  Think 

on it!  Presale postcards will be mailed 10/1.  Tickets and work 

assignments will be done at October Business meeting.   

 

Next meeting is September 24 at Steve’s place at 5:30.  Everyone 

welcome.  New members (and old) get involved and make everyone’s 

job easy! 

Advocacy Committee  
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STEM PROGRAM MEETING AND NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION 

 
Don’t know what STEM stands for?  Come to the Program Meeting on September 22, 2015 and find out!  Meet the stu-

dents we sponsored (see their “before” remarks below)  And if that isn’t enough, we will welcome two new members.   

 

Kiran Sandhu 

505 W Morton Avenue 

Porterville CA 93257 

eknoor@juno.com  559-577-9278 

 

 

 

                                        Norma Verduzzco 
     305 E Center Ave. 

     Visalia CA 93291 

     nverduzco@fhcn.org 

     559-731-9054 

 

September 22, 2015 

Ela’s Estate @ 585 North Belmont, Porterville CA 

RSVP to Esther F.   eafigueroa9@gmail.com 

Tri-Tip Dinner (yum) 5:30 social/6:00 dinner 

 

 

 

ELA”S VISION COMES TO FRUITION 
 

STEM Projects begin for our club: 

 As our initial venture into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) projects the club agreed 

to provide scholarships to 8 deserving students attending one of the Porterville College Smart Lab summer sessions. 

Here are responses from a few of those students: 

 

 "Thank you for the scholarship to Smart Lab. I remember Smart Lab here at Doyle with Miss Denise. I bet it will 

be fun. I love science. For Christmas I got a science set. It's going to be the best summer ever."   

  Kimberly S. 

 

 "Thank you for sponsoring us. thank you for giving me a scholarship. That was so kind of the Zonta Club mem-

bers of giving kids scholarships so we can go to smart lab. It is going to be the best time at Smart lab. One more time 

thank you for giving us a scholarship so we can go to Smart lab."   Anna B. 

 

 "Thank you for sponsoring me, Samantha S, to join smart lab. The Zonta Club gave me a big opportunity of 

learning new things about science and I am also thanking you for giving me a scholarship so I can join smart lab and 

learn new things. I am very excited to learn and to meet new people during the days I go to smart lab.                                                     



PASSION AND PURPOSE COME TOGETHER 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

 

 

DISTRICT 9 CONFERENCE 

SAN JOSE 

OCTOBER 2-4, 2015 

 

Check out the Zonta 

District 9 Website 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Denise has been a member of 

Zonta longer than she’s been 

alive!  

 

Seriously, she can’t be 37 years 

old, can she. 

 

Congrads on 37 years with    

ZONTA 

Norma Ruf has been a 

Zonta member since 

1961.  That’s 54  years!!! 

 

District 9 has invited her 

to be honored at the con-

ference in San Jose.  

 

We are honored to have 

Norma as a Porterville 

Zonta member. 



 

The September Birthday BABES!!! 

Lets Deserve Our Best Community Service Project Recognition 
 

It’s bosom buddy time.  Sharon Pearson cut out 28 buddies and  if you 

can use scissors, football time is a good time to trace and cut out 

more.  The Bosom Buddy Chairman (me) has been a slacker, but that’s 

no excuse.  I’ve  got fabric and patterns.  Let’s get busy.  If you can’t 

commit to being an active member, you can do this. 

 

Contact Donna Raymond at donna@ocsnet.net or 560-8672   





The next Habitat project will be a complete renovation of an existing 

home at 87 Atkins Way.  A family with children is close to selection and 

we will have the pleasure of assisting during construction with manual 

labor or providing food for the workers.  Dennis Townsend is the volun-

teer coordinator.  Don’t be shy, we can all help. 



Meeting Recaps  

 

 We need a Website Manager  

 Committee Chairs are responsible for providing   

updates for the website 

 Garung  celebrated his 60th Birthday 

  

JULY PROGRAM 

International 

 

Members shared their heritage and recognized 

women that had an impact on world or on themselves 
 

What a wonderful night! 

 

Carol G had a force of a woman in her Basque Grandma. 

 

Sharon Scarbourgh’s family hailed from Ireland 

 

Ela spoke on an Indian woman who started the Women’s Wing in the Labor Union 

and established the 1st bank to offer small loans to women.  

 

Wendy Plaisted spoke on Heddy Lamar thanking her for being a pioneer in Wi-Fi 

 

Sharon Pearson had great memories of her Norwefian grandfather in his 3 piece 

suit. 

 

Janis originated from the Russian Volga from Germany to North Dakota.  WHAT? 

 

Mickie Manning hailed Irishman Mary Robinson, President of Ireland then a human 

rights advocate in the UN 

 

Pat Contreras spoke of women who wanted an education in Mexico to become 

Nuns.  They then advocated for a woman’s right to an education 

 



 

 

Susan McGuire spoke on Irish Soda Bread, fried okra and chicken and dumplings 

 

Donna Raymond shared pinto beans, cornbread and buttermilk 

 

Denise Marchant spoke on Katerina Monestari who married Martin Luther in 1546.  

She was the ancestor of Maria Monestarri who was the inspiration of the Monestarri 

Schools.  Maria’s Irish husband made better spaghetti than she did. 

 

Now, that said,  the notes I took were realllllly sketchy and I’m not real sure of who said 

what.  No matter.  It was a great evening.   

 

 

 

 

AUGUST PROGRAM MEETING 

BreakFree for Women 

 
Tanya Kelley is such a gift to Porterville Zonta.  In her past life, she was active in a 

“BreakFree for Woman” group.  They strive to boost a new perspective among women 

about the true nature of self-worth. 

 

After discussing the concept of “inherent Nature” members divided into 2 tables and 

shared a life changing moment in our lives.  It is extremely personal and each table 

kept listening to the other table.  However….there was one table that had some really 

enlightening revelations...and some really core emotions. 

 

Again, what a pleasure.  This Zontian has learned more about other  Zontians than in 

the 6 years as a member.  These women are truly my friends. 

 

NEW MEMBER MEETING 
 

Yes, you can drive around the “ROCK” to Donna Raymond’s home.  We 

had a Salad Good Time and reviewed the Zonta Bible, aka the 

Yearbook.  We had 2 new members and would have welcomed 

more. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ask Sharon Pearson 

and Sherryl Lohse if it 

was worth it. 

 

They bid on and won a 

Cass Winery Wine 

Tasting Tour at the 

2014 Art and Wine. 

Start saving your pennies.  This excursion 

was a primo event. 



Editors Note: 

 

You only get out of Zonta what you put into it.   

 

We always encourage new members to get involved, join committees, be 

a part of the process.   Guess what?  That goes for current members as 

well.   

 

We lost 2 potential great members last year because we didn’t get them 

involved.  Bad on us.  We also lost a VERY active and LONG time member 

because she was too involved.  There is a happy medium. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to combine a couple of newsletters into one.  I 

know it doesn’t look like it should take long, but it does.  I try to go to as 

many meetings as I can to glean info and take pictures.  Ela and Sharon 

Pearson are really wonderful (they are the ones that work too hard) and 

always help out.  The newsletter is yours, not mine.  The website is ours 

as well and it is a shame we don’t have the most up to date and 

informative info we can on it. 

 

You only get out of Zonta what you put into it. 

 

Donna Raymond 

 

 


