
October, 2014 Zonta Club of Porterville 

ELA’S MESSAGE TO MEMBERS 
Dear Zonta Friends, 

A huge "Thank You" to the ZISVAW and Advocacy Committees for the very interesting, 

successful and appropriate program they put on for our September program meeting. The 

speakers, D.A Ward and Jennifer Lightfoot came with their passion for the issue of Human 

Trafficking and swept us away. Very enlightening and informative. Let us see if the two 

committees have any ideas for doing more on this issue. 

For the members who could not attend the Program meeting, here is some of the information that 

was brought to us by the presenters: 

 Human Trafficking is modern day slavery in which victims are subjected to force, 

fraud or coercion for purpose of labor or sexual exploitation. 

 Although the word 'trafficking' sounds like some kind of movement, the federal 

definition does not require transportation of the victims. 

 Victims of trafficking can be found in a variety of places such as: commercial sex 

industries like prostitution, domestic situations (servants/nannies), agricultural 

industries, factories and sweatshops, construction, nail salons, etc. 

 Human Trafficking is a crime under State, Federal and International Laws. 

 Yes, there is trafficking going on in Tulare County. 

 

Did you know Zonta International, at its 2002 Convention, passed a Resolution to promote UN's 

protocol in preventing Human Trafficking? By funding STAR Network's RAMP (Regional Anti-

Trafficking Mobilization for Prevention) projects Zonta International reinforced its mission to 

prevent violence against women. Jennifer Lightfoot,  Director of Victim Services at Office of the 

District Attorney, mentioned that  human trafficking as a problem has come to the forefront in last 

two to three years. Considering this fact, we have just been given one more reason to be proud of 

being Zontians. We have always been an organization at the forefront of women's issues and 

Zonta members have shown incredible vision all along. 

On a more happy note, our website is up and running! I am impressed with the Website 

Committee members for the speed and efficiency with which they accomplished this. We could 

not have done this without the help and support we get from Oacys and Asih. Be sure to thank her 

when you see her. 

Have you noticed  the air feels different. Suddenly, Fall is here. It seems October comes and 

brings all kinds of activities and events with it. But please take care of your health during this 

transition of seasons and get ready for the busy times ahead as well as our Home Tour! 

 

Ela Pandya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

 

10/14  BUSINESS MEETING AT 
ROSA’S AT NOON 

10/16  CHRISTMAS HOME 
TOUR AT 5:30 AT STEVE’S 

10/16  CANDELIGHT VIGIL 

10/17  HABITAT GOLF  

10/18  JUSTICE RUN 

10/21   ART AND WINE AT 
VALERIE’S 

10/23  BUSINESS SHOWCASE 

10/25  HABITAT DEDICATION 
CEREMONY AT 10:00 AM 

10/27   Z CLUB HALLOWEEN 
PARTY 

10/28  PROGRAM MEETING 
5:30 

11/3     BOARD MEETING AT 
STEVES 

11/6   NEW MEMBER MEETING 

11/18  BUSINESS/PROGRAM 
MEETING 

 

Zee-Mail 
 



Both of the Habitat Homes are truly now HOMES.  Both families have 

moved in and thanks to Donna Sue Keeley, a room in each home was 

decorated for the girl child in each.  Donna Sue took them to pick out 

bedding and she took her cue from what they picked out to design the 

rest of the room.  Put October 25, 2014 from 10-12 on your calendar for 

the Dedication.  The homes are at 1039/1045 North Howland.   

Representatives from the Catholic Daughters, the Porterville Habitat 

committee, one of the volunteers, and homeowners ROSA AND 

VANESSA will speak.  A HUGE ZONTA PRESENCE would be 

wonderful. 

 

The Habitat Golf Tourney is October 17  we have 2, count’um, 2 Teams.  

This is a really fun day.  If you don’t play, you can still help with 

registering, etc.   

 

 

ZISVAW/ADVOCACY 

MONA WOULD BE SO PROUD 

Dates coming up where we 

need member participation 

include:   

 Candlelight Vigil on 

October 16 in 

Centennial Park at 5:30  

We need som eone to 

set up the Zonta Says No 

Banner and shoe display 

and  

 

 

 

 Will do the same on 

October 18 at 

Mooney Grove for the 

Justice Run.  
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Birthdays in September 

Dianne Miller 

Susan McGuire 

Sharon Pearson 

Cass Garcia 

Jan Mekeel 

 

Club Anniversaries 

Nobody?   
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Advocacy Report 

 

Within the last couple of weeks two bills in California were enacted that should 

serve to benefit women.   

AB 2053 – This law expands the mandated sexual harassment training for 

employers with 50 or more employees to include training on prevention of 

“abusive conduct.”  Currently, employers with 50 or more employees are 

required to provide at least 2 hours of training and education regarding sexual 

harassment to all supervisory employees and that the training and education 

be provided again to each supervisory employee once every 2 years. This bill 

would require that the above-described training and education include a 

component on prevention of abusive conduct. Abusive conduct may include 

repeated infliction of verbal abuse, such as the use of derogatory remarks, 

insults, and epithets, verbal or physical conduct that a reasonable person 

would find threatening, intimidating or humiliating. 

A PBS Frontline program “Rape in the Fields” is said to have prompted this 

addition to the current bill.  You can view this program on line.  It is an eye 

opener. 

AB 2089 – Domestic Violence Prevention Act – This bill authorizes a judicial 

officer to issue a protective order after notice and a hearing for the purpose of 

preventing a recurrence of domestic violence and/or sexual abuse and 

ensuring a period of separation of the persons involved. It must be based on an 

affidavit showing reasonable proof of past abuse.  This bill serves to expedite 

the protective order process thus providing better protection for the domestic 

violence/sexual abuse victim. 

As bills pertaining to the safety and empowerment of women come before 

State and Federal authorities I will be notifying club members to ask for your 

support in advocating for them by contacting your State and Federal elected 

officials.  We can have a bigger voice if we just use it. 

 

Mickie Manning 

Advocacy Committee,  

Chair 

 

 

 

Along with a new 

website...We have a 

wonderful new 

brochure.  Handcrafted 

by Ela Pandya. 

 

Do you have any idea 

how much Ela has 

accomplished in just 4 

short months?  The 

website, brochure, 

advocacy.  Sharon P. 

laid the foundation and 

Ela has convinced and 

conjured a witches 

brew of 

accomplishments.  

 Thank you Ela. 

 

Look for Science, Tech, 

Math and a foundation 

fund drive in the future. 

Let’s be a part of the 

process! 



SEPTEMBER PROGRAM MEETING AT THE BARN THEATRE 

 

Together,  the Advocacy and Zisvaw Committees worked to bring our Tulare County 

District Attorney, Tim Ward  to Porterville to provide an insightful presentation on 

Human Trafficking.   The subject matter while not pleasant, is certainly real as Mr. 

Ward informed us of cases prosecuted in Tulare County.  Human Trafficking is 

modern day slavery in which victims are subjected to force, fraud, or coercion for the 

purpose of labor or sexual exploitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Ward was accompanied by Ms. Jennifer Lightfoot, Victim Witness Director.   

Both answered questions from the audience and provided an informative 

presentation.  What can we do as a community member to stem this activity?   Be 

vigilant. Don’t be afraid to get involved.  Be the voice for someone who is too afraid to 

speak out.  Call law enforcement if you suspect human trafficking is occurring.     We 

learned the District Attorney’s office is moving forward with plans to educate/train 

the members of law enforcement on identifying and handling these types of cases and  

has created a County Task Force to address this issue  countywide. 

The intent of the evening was to provide a community awareness of this criminal 

activity and to learn what we can do to help.  We had representatives from Family 

Healthcare Network, City Council, Ola Raza, the Exchange Club, Setco, and 

Porterville Leadership in attendance.   Ms. Kelli Ballard from the Porterville Recorder 

covered the presentation and wrote an informative article placed on the front page of 

the newspaper. 

Many thanks to the Barn Theatre for providing the venue, Ms. Carolyn Harris and her 

troupe for the delicious meal, Wendy and Gordy Plaisted for their technical assistance 

given so graciously, and to all that attended to make the evening a success.   

 

Esther Figueroa, Zisvaw Committee Chair 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It Starts With ONE  To Start Change 

NEW MEMBER MEETING November 6 at Giovanna’s 

AND 

ADD NEW MEMBER (and soon to be) 

 

Dianne Kavern (David)   Lynn Trice (Dennis) 

1976 W Wall Ave     734 N G Street 

dkavern2@charter.net   ltrice@melsonrealty.com 

359-2157      359-0256 

Bd  2/21  PT Assistant   11/15   Realtor 

 

New Members Are The Apple of Zonta’s Eye 



WE NEED YOU! 

Can you believe it, we are 

already knee deep in planning 

the 2015 Art and Wine event.  

While most of us, rightfully so, 

have our eyes on the Christmas 

Home Tour, we are asking that 

you look ahead to spring 2015.  

we are seeking assistance in 

obtaining items for the LIVE AUCTION.  Items need to be something 

of value our guests can bid on.  Do you have a vacation home in the 

mountains or at the beach you can offer for a weekend or week.  How 

about a timeshare you’re unable to use.  Do you have an item of value 

you are willing to part with?  If so, please contact any member of the 

committee or Valerie Simonich 359-5796.  You help is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

 

 

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 

 

BE LOOKING FOR THOSE “SPECIAL” ORNAMENTS! 



CELEBRATE—GOOD TIMES –LET’S GO 
Board Meeting - September 2, 2014 

 Ela celebrated a the wonderful play, Nunsense, at the Barn with 3 Zontians and the 

granddaughter of a Zontian all performing. Also a wonderful Program Meeting coordinated by 

Sharon Scarbrough and Donna and Bob Raymond's retirement! 

 Pam Wallace celebrated her granddaughter Margo's performance in NunsenseI 

 Carol Guillory celebrated her granddaughter's graduation from University of Minnesota and 

her subsequent job teaching Spanish at the U of M. 

 Janis celebrated the Donna Raymond for writing a great letter of recommendation for 

Habitat's nomination as Chamber's Service Project of the Year. 

 Donna Raymond celebrated her husband's retirement and his 2006 red Corvette. 

 

 

 

 

Business Meeting - September 9, 2014 

 Anna celebrated her birthday - today - and she's a year younger (just ask her!) 

 Janis celebrated the wonderful Sunday Social benefitting CCFCC. 

 Debbie celebrated her son's acceptance into endodontic school......in St. Louis! 

 Pat celebrated her recent blood test results....NO lymphoma cancer  

 Carol celebrated a wonderful play at the Barn - and Zontian's performances 

 Giovanna celebrated her son's wedding. 

 Donna celebrated her Zonta sisters' retirement remembrances....and an upcoming month on 

Kauai. 

 Sharon Pearson celebrated Clidella's new car and a good talk with Susan Hartman who needs 

our love and prayers for herself and Burr. 

 

Fyi:  Sharon Pearson is collecting pins you may have received for donating to Zonta that 
have been replaced with new pins (cause you donated more).  Please let her know if 
you have any that can be returned to Zonta International. 

 



Don’t leave them out in the cold... 

The City of Porterville is collecting new and clean gently used Coats and 

Shoes for the homeless.  The homeless include families, seniors and 

young men and women exiting the foster care system.  If you can help, 

contact Lupe Diaz at 782-7460 by October 24, 2014 for distribution on 

November 8.  

 

We will be collecting socks for Project Homeless Connect in conjunction 

with Z Club.  Start buying socks now for January distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to be on the Foundation Development Sub-Committee?  Contact 

Ela.  You’ll be on the forefront of mining this wonderful community for 

donations and available grants... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the NEW Zonta Club of Porterville Website 

 www.zontaclubofporterville.org 

 
Google Drive Sessions – Our link in the future to club information 

Hello club members – The club Internet Technology (IT) team - Ela, Sharon P, Valerie and Renay - are very 

excited to announce our upgraded web site that we encourage to go to soon at www.zontaclubofporterville.org/  

This is where you will be going to read your newsletters beginning in December. 

For other club materials such as our club financial statements, minutes of business meetings, committee 

paperwork, etc., we have set up a space on something called Google Drive.  We know this can sound confusing 

or even scary, but we want everyone to know that the tech team is here to help everyone get on board.  We are 

hoping to have everyone set up by the end of the year, but we need your help too. 

We have set up 3 sessions in October for members to attend to learn the “how to” for setting up Gmail accounts 

and the Google Drive.  And if you have a laptop or notebook that is portable that you use, you can bring those 

and we can set them up for you.  We will walk you through the whole process and will continue helping with the 

process either over the phone or making house calls if necessary.  We want to make this as easy as possible for 

everyone.   

Session I – Will be held at Sharon Pearson’s home on Wednesday, October 22nd at 3:00pm. 

Session II – Will be held at Renay Sprague’s home on Saturday, October 25th at 1:00pm (This gives time for 

members to attend the Habitat House warming at 10am and grab a bit to eat before hand) 

Session III – Will be held at Valerie Simonich’s home on Monday, October 27th at 6:00pm. 

Please RSVP as soon as possible to Renay at renaysprague@att.net or call 359-6836 and let us know which 

session will work for you – or to schedule a phone date. 

Thanks!  The Tech Team 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

YOUR NEWSLETTER 
WILL SOON ONLY BE 
POSTED ON OUR 
ZONTA WEB-SITE 

FINANCIALS, MINUTES, 
CELEBRATIONS WILL 
BE ON A GOOGLE 
DRIVE.  ATTEND A 
WORKSHOP FROM 
RENAY AND VALERIE 

 

 

YOU MIGHT NOTICE 
THIS NEWSLETTER IS 
A LITTLE DIFFERENT.  
WORKING FROM 
HOME ON A LAP TOP 
HAS A LEARNING 
CURVE.  YOU MIGHT 
ALSO NOTICE THAT IT 
IS A LITTLE LIGHT IN 
INFORMATION.  I 
APPRECIATE THOSE 
THAT SENT ME 
INFORMATION, AND 
PLEAD WITH 
EVERYONE ELSE TO DO 
THE SAME.   

 

Z-CLUB UPDATES 
Granite Hills Z Club will 

host the Halloween Party on 

10/27/14 for the families in 

the shelter.  Denise has a 

sign up sheet for goodies 

and supplies. 

If you’ve never gone to one 

of the Z Club Shelter 

parties, please go.  What a 

wonderful treat!  Great to 

see the children and Mom’s 

having a great time and 

absolutely the best to see 

our teenagers interact. 

 

We are developing a mentor 

list for Z-Clubbers from our 

members.  If we are able to 

assist just 1 student with 

finding a path in life, how 

great is that? 
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Zonta Christmas Home Tour Update 

Exciting news – all five beautiful homes have been secured.  Once again Grand 

Ave. Methodist Church will be the site of the December 6, 2014 Christmas Tour 

Boutique and ticket sales for the day of the event.  Presale letters have been sent 

and tickets will be distributed to our members at the October 14 Business 

meeting.  Remember this is one of our main fundraisers for our projects so be 

thinking of buyers for your tickets and…Sell, Sell, Sell !!  It is once again going to 

be an extraordinary event ! 

Zonta Club of Porterville 

P O Box 2055 

Porterville CA 93257 

Editor: Donna Raymond 

donna@ocsnet.net  559-539-2681 or 560-8672 


